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STILL KEEP THE WORLD GUESSING 



Pope Wants Roosevelt Ambassador at Washington. 
This the Price the Republican Party flust Pay 
for Continued Catholic Support 



I have refrained from writing on the Roosevelt- Vatican episode, 
until the clouds cleared somewhat and I might get a clearer glimpse 
of the situation. It was plain to me from the very first, that tin 
»ruth was being withheld, and the Metliodist complication only > 
blind. 

It is conceded by nearly every one that Taft, our putty President, 
commonly known as "The Good-Natured One," is out of the coming 
race ; and all eyes are centered upon Teddy. That Teddy has madt 
himself offensive to many, by his subserviency to the Catholic church, 
is well known, and will not be overlooked in the next campaign. 
By that time the people will get over their hysteria about him, and 
there will be a questioning. The general opinion is that the Pope 
made a diplomatic blunder and trot the worst of it, and is now dis 
posed to be conciliatory almut it- Don't believe a word of all this. 
The mystery surrounding the whole matter implies a deep, dark secret 
within it. 

A great deal has been written about it, and, as evidence that even 
one is still in the dark, the guessing continues. If the whole truth 
had been revealed, the papers would have ceased discussing it, before 
this. 

"Holland," the famous newspaper correspondent, cornea out with 
the following in today's Cincinnati Enquirer Read it carefully. 

Friends of Colonel Roosevelt in this city have received inti 
tion that the unfortunate incident which prevented his meeting 
with the Pope has caused not the slightest irritation, eithei 
the part of Colonel Roosevelt or that of the Rppe, at least so far 
as these two are concerned. 

Within a few days there have returned from .Europe sev 
who have known the true history of the incident. Some of tl 
have been brought into close touch with Colonel Roosevelt, s 
have within the past winter* had audiences with the Pope, 
have had recently good opportunities for learning the truth. 

So it happens from both sources there come intimation* that 
thw Pope, or. one hand, ard C* donel Roo^ve' . . n the other, 
have a good understanding of what it was that caused Colonel 
Roosevelt to make this single change in his plans. 

The whole trouble was due to crude, undiplomatic and very 
unskillful handling of the matter by intermediaries, s 0 to cai! 
them. There was fault upon l>oth sides, and these errors were 
of a kind for which neither the Pope nor Colonel Roosevelt 



Too Much Red Tape. 

There seems to have been overzealous and unnecessary tech- 
nicality on the one side end on the other equally unfortunate 
management. The result was that the intermediaries brought 
about a misunderstanding. 

Then is no disposition on the part of the higher authorities 

of the Church of Rome now to criticise < 'olonel Roosevelt. That 
assurance was brought this morning by one who can speak- of the 
matter by the hook, alnmsl. 

On the other hand, Colonel Roosevelt now knows in detail 
how the matter was mismanaged, and if it had not been for the 
serious aspect he would have been disposed to he somewhat 
amused at the self-consequential otticiousness of some who pro 
fessed themselves to he authorized to speak for him. 

It is probably due to this understanding that the Irritation 
caused by the incident is already passing away in the i'nited 
States. In the informal, ami yet efficient manner, in which in- 
formation is spread abroad among the clergy and hirarchy of 
the Catholic Church, it has Wen made known that there is no 
oacasion for criticising Colonel Roosevelt since he, as the Pope 
also did, suffered extreme annoyance by reason of interferences 
which neither authorized and for which neither was responsible, 

Still Admires Roosevelt. 

There is some reason for believing that Colonel Roosevelt h.i- 
been informed that the Pope HOW pcrferllu uiulerstands the cans ' 
of the trouble and continues to entertain the kindliest of ■*»•«! 
ments of Colonel Roosevelt as well as admiration for his I'bal 



Now, what can you make out of this veiled statement by this care 
ful and reliable correspondent ? 

Mow is it this affair ii always called "an unfortunate incident '." 

Whv "unfortunate;" Both went into it with eves wide open, and 
the whole matter was made up and settled before Teddy left Egypt. 
When he arrived at Naples, ami several days befoM he had a chance 
to see the Pope, he made a public statement, of the case, asking the 
newspapers at homo not to agitate it, but to take it up tenderly and 
handle with care, and be easy on the Pope. 

So it was all prearranged and settled before he got to Rome, and 
for all you and I know, it had been talked ovei for month*. What', 
behind it ? That's what we want to know. Queer, isn't it, that all 
these mighty differences should exist between these two distinguished 
representatives of pious and political pomposity, without ruffling in 
the least, the loving and personal friendship so long existing between 
them. 

Holland says that "within the last few days there have returned 
from Kurope several who know the true histoni of this incident." If, 
at last, this "truth" has been borne across the waters, by these 
"several" individuals, then all we have beard about it heretofore, 
must have been false. 

Who are these "several" that came bearing the truth 1 Holland 

does not sav; hut ten to one, thev tie gentlemen who button then- 
collars at the back of their necks, a class very much accustomed to 
bearing secret tiding*, What is M uyeterii US al>out truth that ll 

should be so long delayed; if th.re is not something behind it all, 

that neither would have the public to know? 

Holland knows all about it, but he dare not say it, end the 
papers dare not tell it. He says that it seems to have been the use 



and a lot more of such 
r Colonel Roosevelt are 



of "too much red tape," and "bungling 
zealousness" and "unnecessary technical! t 
silly twaddle, for which "neither the Pope 
responsible." Oh! Pudge! 

This much, however, he states definitely. He says: "Th 
disposition on the part of the higher authorities of the Church of 
Rome, now to criticise Colonel Roosevelt. This assurance was broughi 
this morning by one who can speak the matter by the book." 

This statement is a very important one. The Pope would nut 
receive Roosevelt, hut now he has uothin' agm' him. Why i Whv 
this change of heart? 

He further says: "In the informal yet efficient manner, in which 
information is spread abroad among the clergy and hirarchy of the 
Catholic Church, it has been made known that there is no occasion 
for criticising Colonel Roosevelt" 

Well, then, Teddy and the Pope must have come to au under- 
standing. Why didn't they come to this before the matter hap- 
pened, we ask? And what is "the informal and efficient manner" 
of spreading news, above referred to? 

No more than this —the Pope gives the word to his hish »ps, they 
to the clergy, and so on clear down the line it travels, and the 
Catholic masses, with few exceptions, think just as the Pope thinks, 
and vote just as he would have them to. So, when he gives out, thai 
Teddy is all right now, if he wasn't before, it means that the matter 
is patched up between them, and that the Pope has accomplished 
the end he was striving to obtain. 

Who can be so blind as to imagine that the Pope would net into 
such a petty muss, without having some great object in view { What 
could have been that object? Well, we will come to it in a little bit. 

The Methodist Church has lately Aiuted a proclamation to the 
whole world, inviting investigation of the affairs of that church in 
Rome, and denouncing the attitude of the Vatican as false, mislead 
inq and tricky, and boldly says that "Atnerieaa politics is In land this 
matter." 

Ah! ha! Ah! lia! American poliflio* bt&ind it! X 

coming to the milk in the cocoauut The great Methodist Church 
says this in a proclamation to the world asking investigation of 
affairs of proselyting in Rome. 

The Methodist Church is riglit there on the spot and it ought 
know. It does know, hut it does not specify. It simply Bays, "Am 
tcan politics back of it." 

What politics? The Methodist bishops are not the only ones tl 
know. The leading politicians know, and the leading editors know, 
hut none of them speak it out. \\ by { Because of that mighty 
Catholir vote which makes and unmakes Presidents in this country. 
That's the why of it. 

When the Rishops of the Methodist Church make such ■ charge, 
they certainly have proofs of their claim, but why do they not have 
the courage to come out and tell what every astute observer of 
American politics knows— that Roosevelt and Taft both dickered 
with Rome for the Catholic vote, and they got it, and so were elected 
as the result. 

What was the price is the question next in order, for when dOM 
Holy Rome ever grant a favor without enriching rsolf many 
tiniw over with hoodie and privilege! I 

The rotten stink Roosevelt left behind him in dealing with the 
Vatican is still offensive to American nostrils. 

That Roosevelt might receive the nomination and he elected Taft 
was sent as Ambassador Extraordinary to the Vatican for the pur- 
po-e of establishing a precedence in this direction. One step at a 
time, gently, softly, must the way be paved that leads from Rome 
to the White House, so Taft was sent. Roosevelt carried out this 
iiicaking job as quietly as possible. After it was done, and he found 
himself being severely criticised by a few Protestant clergy and Free 
Thinkers generally, he came out in a statement saying that he had 
consulted the leading bishops of other churches before sending Taft 
and they gavo their approbation, and so he did not hesitate to send 
him. 

Oh, yes! he privately consulted a few, not giving their names nor 
telling how many, but the bishops of churches are not the only people 
of this country. Why didn't he publicly briny this matter >ut that 
free Thinkers, .lews, Agnostics and Protestants and laymen gen- 
erally might know about it and likewise consult them? Why did be 
meakingly violate the constitution and commit one of the greatest 
crimes against the government ? 1 have said it often, and I say it 

again — this one act of Theodore Roosevelt of establishing a prece- 
dent that may more easily lead to the establishment direct of diplo- 
matic relations with the Vatican, was mere treasonable than the met. 
of Benedict Arnold, and he, Roosevelt, should have been impeached. 

Oh I von think I am all in a stew and unnecessarily alarmed, do 
you? Well, do you know that right el this moment there is a pow- 
erful intrigue going on in Washington, wall organised and strong, 

urging Taft to establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican? 

NO, VOU don't know it. Whv don't know you it? Because tin- 
press of the country suppressed it. Why did it suppress it? Be 
i-ause, like the Taft visit to Rome, the conspirators don't want this 
knowledge to reach the people, u r the question agitated. Because 
iiltj work of this kind must U> done -nenkingly, if done at all. The 
people are not to lie consulted by their hired clerks. When thev wake 
up some tine morning and find the deed done, then their hii- .1 clerks 
will laughingly ask (hem what thev are going to do about it I 

About two weeks before the Teddy-Vatican incident was pulled off, 
there appeared a short dispatch in the Cincinnati papers stating that. 
"A powerful organisation, influential and far-reaching wai hard at 
work in Washington pressing Taft to establish diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican." Slight mention of the same was printed next dav 
and then no more- not an editorial anywhere on this most -tart ling 
f all intrigues. 

Why? The Republican party has the Catholic vote just now, be- 
cause it has been coughing up. The Democratic party would like 
to have it. Neither of them are going to butt their beads against 

that most powerful of all organisations and deciding power, and 
their papers keep silent. • , 

Is any one so foolish as to believe that the Catholic l.ierachv 



would he urging the present administration to establish diplomatic 
relations with the Vatican unless direct promises had been held out 
to it in payment for its vote 1 

Can any one doubt that both Roosevelt and Tuft have thiio obligated 

lliemselies < 

Certainly there can be no one so blind and foolish as to believe 
that these acts of our distinguished clerks are all to be seen plain on 
the surface. Au! Aiono|>o]ists, Jesuits and their political tools never 
work in the light. If the inside affaire of this nation were known to- 
day, it would stagger every mother's son of us. 

Would Taft use his influence- to establish these relations in order 
to he nominated again i Certainly he would. Didn't he yo to Rom*, 
and belly-wobble up to the Pope and kiss his hand— and maybe hia 
toe ? Didn't both he and Roosevelt manage to put about ten millions 
of good American dollars into the pockets of the Pope— not one cent 
of which was due him or belonged to him ? 

We are making a big hullabaloo about the forestry steal— but this 
steal, most open and brazen of them all, was given hut little notice. 
I'he American people without the least resistance, let Roosevelt and 
i'af't hold them up and take this money from them and all for the 
purpose of continuing those gentlemen in political power. 

Would Roosevelt promi.se to use his influence toward the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with the Vatican in payment, for renom- 
mation and election? Would our Teddy do that? Would a man 
who would intrigue with II arriman to raise a corruption fund of 
three hundred thousand dollars to carry the St ile of New York for 
lain— do a thing like that >, Would he! 

Now, all this by preface, and let us get back to the Teddy- Vatican 
rupture. What was it all about— why should the truth concerning it 
bo so carefully concealed I How does it now come about that it is all 
patched up, and it is given out that the Pope and Teddy hot under- 
stand each other, and that their "admiration" for each other is just 
simply unbounded < And there is no disposition, as Holland says, on 
the part of the church of Rome to criticise Colonel Roosevelt and in 
the church's peculiarly "informal and efficient manner" this notice 
has gone clean down the line? 

Can you find any Catholic today who will say a word against 
Roosevelt— this man, whom his God Almighty at Rome wouldn't 
receive? Can you find any disinterested Catholic not for him I 

Can you find any of them howling themselves hoarse (or Taft I 
\o! Why I Simply because the lime is Dot ripe and when it was 
up to Taft to deliver the yoods, he dare not do it, and so they are 
done with Taft. 

Rome cares nothing for any party or man, save as it can use it or 
him. It is all things to all men, and wholly for itself. To the man 
who would be again renominated it can dictate what it would have 
for its vote. It can bind him to promises and if the.-e promises are not 
fulfilled, it will certainly seek its revenge, 

We often have to treat diseases wholly by symptoms, hut the symp- 
toms may be so plaiu that there can be no mistake as to the disease. 
Evidence, though wholly circumstantial, is often strong enough to 
convict, and no mistake is made in the sentence. 

Let us apply the same fine reasoning to the Roosevelt- Vatican rup- 
ture. Holland says the truth has not been told about it— that some 
gentlemen just arrived direct from the Pope, have brought with them 
the truth, which they conceal. Heretofore then, we have not known 
the truth. 

The Methodist church, right on the spot, says the truth has not been 
told, but that the whole affair has a deep dark political significance 
which they know, but do not specify. 

How, tiieu, are we to arrive at tiie truth except by symptoms and 
circumstantial evidence ? It is plain to all that both Taft and BoQSQ 
velt have been dickering with the Catholic power for its vote. There 
can be no doubt of this, since the Boston Pilot, leading Catholic paper, 
boasted of the Catholic vote electing them, and who ever knew the 
church to exchange its vote without a big reward for services ren- 
dered ? 

It is plain to my mind, if not to others, that Roosevelt in addition 
to sending Taft to the Vatican, putting ten millions oi dollars into 
the Papal treasury, and appointing many Catholics in high places, 
also promised that if it were possible for him to do so lie would 
establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 

His term expired and he did not fulfil his promise. No doubt it 
\vas secretly put to him many a time, hut he dare not and put it oif on 
Taft who also promised the same for the help rendered, and who is 
now betny hard pressed, hut dares not. 

What better evidence is needed ? Would the Catholic church be 
such a fool as to try U) overthrow one of the cardinal principles of our 
constitution without the support of powerful party promises/ Would 
it attempt such a thing without success bein<) in sighit Not a bit of 
it. It generally knows what it is doing. 

So Bwauo Twumbo, in the course of time, makes a big hunting trip 
and then turns his face towards the Holy City. He had not yet left 
the Dark Continent before he was notified that he would not be 
received by the Holy Pater. It would never do to let the world 
know of the real differences existing, so the offensive propoganda of 
the Methodist church was palmed off as the real cause. It was after 
he manner of two thieves— neither dare tell on the other of their 
neaking and pilfering, so the truth of the whole matter was concealed 
by repeating the Fairbanks ruptioii, and giving out that the Pope 
demanded of Roosevelt that he wouldn't speak before the Methodist 
and Roosy got chesty and in fine American style, said his dignity 
would not permit him to accede to the Pope's demand. 

All this of course was part of the play, for Roosevelt knew whai 

M coming before be left Egypt and 00 sooner landed in Naples than 
he telegraphed to this country his side of the affair. He then pro- 
ceeded to Rome and the rest of the fake performance is well known. 
The Methodists didn't know the secret then, but now they know it 

d give out that a political plot is behind it all. 

Well, then, what could that plot be ? Among knowing ones, this is 
the general opinion— Roosevelt, they say, has been pro-Catholic to 
such an extent, thai there is an undercurrent of feeding against him, 
and which will operate powerfully against him when he again comes 

up for election. It is already whispered around that Philippine 
situation will be investigated. 

The trick, then, was to throw the Protestants off the track in this 
country by repeatng the Fairbanks incident when Roosevell came to 
Rome. The Fairbanks matter was genuine straight goods, for Fair- 
banks was not expecting to run for the Presidency. But why should 
the same rumpus be raised with Roosevelt, the I'ope's friend '. See | 

By raising this row with Roosevelt then, it would lead the Prot- 
estants who are waking up to believe that ths Pope is against him. 
and it certainly had just that effect. Protestants now are smiling all 
over at how Roosevelt kicked the old Pope's pious poster! r, while 
Holy Papa is snickering in his gizzards over the slick way he is 
playing both ends. 

The Pope realized that he had worked this end to the limit, and it 
was necessary to furnish a counter irritation over there in order to 
divert the minds of the people from the conspiracy existing between 
himself and Roosevelt, whose whole political career has been that of 
subserviency to the Catholic church. Not oidv is this fooling the 
dum-fool Protestants, but the Itaeoni as weU. By thus gating these 
two elements quieted, no Catholic question would be raised, and all 
would be smooth sailing for Teddy who is up to his teeth in this 



Now, that the fake quarrel is over, and they have kissed and 
Continued on Page 3 
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The "No-Popery Oath." 

The Catholics of England ! 
trying to bring about the removal Iwaa an 
" he "No-Popery Oath". Hie j electric! 
tame was attempted when King it. As 
Edward was crowned. This Oath 
forever blocks nil hope of a Cath- 
olic becoming King of England, 
and is as follows: 



brought closer together by steam 
and nations began to learn of 
others, farewell to royal and 
saintly authorities. 

Itaaaiis and Spaniards natural- 
... do solemnly and sin-jjy i ot) k to their sister L<atin na- 
and in the presence of Ood uon — l" rauce — ruled today by 
profess, testify and declare that Atheists, t ree Reasons and Soci- 
I do not believe that in the Sacra- alists. They see the liberty, t'ree- 
lent of Our lx>rd*s Supper there dom and prosperity the French 



AL.L. SUBSCKll'iluNb to the 




... any transubstantiation oJ 
the elemanta Of bread and wine 
into the body and blood of Christ 
at or after the consecration there- 
of by any person whatsoever, and 

that the invocation or adoration 
of the Virgin Mary or any other 
saint or the aaorificc of the Mass 
as they are now used in the 
Church of Rome, arc superstitious 
and idolatrous, and I d.0 solemnly 
the presence of God.^ profes 



luu may nul L 



i Wc-usum. Very lew 



TIMELY TOPICS. 

Several priests last week 
Off and got married, and were ex- 
communicated in a jiffy. Now, 
they will never go to heaven, be- 
cause they love. Yet, God, they 
tell u.s. is Love, and His home the 
abode of I»ve. 
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MATTER OF BU8INE88. 

"Excuse me." said the stranger, an 

he Hieppe.i laaata. ■i» thi» Mr Mara> 

ham's office?" 

"No," replied Ihe man at Ihe desk 
"His aaaaa Ib on the floor above." 

"Thank you," said the stranger as be 
went out. leaving the door open 

"Hey. there." yelled the other. 
"Coine back and close that door. 
ll;n . n t tea any doors In your hoUBe? 

"Yes." answered the s. ranger, who 
had again stepped Inside and closed 
the door, "but they all have springs on 
them. Allow me to show you my pat- 
ent , double back-action door spring 
It closes the door without a b 
Is wnrranted to 1 
doesn't you get your money back. The 
price Is only 25 cents. Yes, seeing 

■ you I'll let you have five for one 

Mm - 

tng!" 
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change from the rule of King and 
Pope. It is estimated that 6(1 
per cent of the people of Italy 
have dropped from the church, 
and the Spaniards are following 
them close in dropping out. It 
took them centuries to "ketch 
on.'* but when they did. there 
was an hotrira. Science, steam. 
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people enjoy, and admire France 
as tlie ehiet nation of the Latin 
race; and seeing that France's 
prosperity is the result of cutting 

loose froaa monarch ial and priest- 
ly power, they are determined to 
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uike 



countries, and so develop 
agriculture and manufacturing, 
and become good financiers and 
bnaineaa men, aud grow rich and 
active and prosperous, like the 
declare that 1 doj great infill Republic of Europe, 
laratioti and every Another groat source of educa- 
,i the plain and or- tion to these people has been the 
of the words lead emigration to this country, and 



Dr. BathW A. Van Klper died of pneu- 
monia Friday ufternoon, at 4:10 o'clock, 
ler home on West Main streut. She 
been ill with Brlnlil's disease foi 
past year, being contlned to her homi 
e last August. She had, however 
nlly improved, but a severe cold, 
•ontractid about twu w.ks agu, sudden- 
ly ended her life. 
Mrs. Esther Ann Van Klpor was the 
Idow of Myron Hawley Van Bluer and 
le daughter or Edwin and Luclnda Isa- 
bel Hedgeis. She was born on Christ- 
ua duy. HMt, at Lodi, Michigan. She 

lesOei Um paean sciioou of Ann 

r and later tlie Uruidle University of 
neilcu. being graduated from the 1 
188S». Bhe was a woman of more 



conditions here, 
back by the returning 
Also, these countries* 
with American tourists 



unto me as they are commonly un-' intnUige 
denrtood by English Protestants, | carried 
without any evasion. cqniv(H>a-l 8Wanns 
tion, or mental reservation what- ' crowded 
soever, and without any dispena- every yt 

ation already granted me for Uiis! c i^ r by the money they have to 
purpose by the Pope or any other j sp end' and their evident educa- 
authority or person whatsoever, lllin aU( j refinement. All this iu- 
and without any hope of any j dames their imaginations with 
such dispensation from any per- tin- superiority of republics over 
whatsoever, and without imnamMoa. and of secular edu- 
thinking that I am or can be a«- 1 eatiuii over parochial education 
quitted before <iod or man of any, | t js clisy under the niviiin- 
part thereof, alt.ho' the Pope or; stances, for the leaders of the 
any other person or persons ^ or | nuaaa in parliament, to point 



Medicul Associations. and of the Ked 
Cross society, In the work of which last- 
named ergnnlzatlon she was particularly 
Interested. 

August 1854. she marled Dr. M. H. 
Riper, and three years later they 



power whatsoev 
pense with or annul the 
declare that it was null 
from the beginning." 



Bid dif*-| the United States and to" h 

ie examples of what liepublican 

I void 'and secular institutions do for the 
people, and so their minds are 
daily being inflamed against the 
i ruing powers — the aristocracy 
Laws the priesthood, in their own 
p rot ' poverty-stricken and unhappy 



COMMENT 
This oath is all wro 

should be made for all t 

estant superstition is ~. 

than Catholic superstition. It. is ' , "'"' "•»«'» un ' . ( -' llar g ed 

no more a lie and no more silly to * "'^ 01 '" ' their hopt 

say that the bread and wine of l a ™ baaed upotl becoming Repub- 
the sacrament turns into the real 
flesh and blood of a Jew, 2.000 i 
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tad that 



that ! 



suit of the few tireless and self- 



sacrificing Fre; thinkers; for Free 
Igfcl is the basis of all prog- 
Bafore science, before in- 



simple belief 

a man of his sins and save his 
soul. To be consistent, the 
Church of England should rid it- 
self of its own foolish beliefs; tore soeia ism. ever has proceeded 

and to be further consistent, the ,h " Preethinher the oeer ol 

English Parliament should not ■« P»greee. ^ have died tin 
•omnel Catholic Jew or Free- > '"artyr s death, and thonaaawM 
and tens of thousands have le<3 

iinu Uvea of aaeriflee, and died "tui- 



. Hut 



Stake 



aline of religion in the 

tricts, whicdi lie said, in many 
places, was devoid of church and 
Sunday School, and even of 
preachers to perforin the mar- 
riage eeremonv, and Christian 

Service over the dead. Roll: 

wan Governor then, and looking 

for votes. 

Last Week be was arrested for 
a nw a ggl hag goods from Canada, 
and a prison scnti-me confronts 

Una Vet some i pie imagine 
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tion and crime. 



think 

religion, but instead shouJ 
set right square down 00 

Meeting aevage of aalvati 

kick him out of State affa 

this will hardly be likely. There ' ttI,< 

too many bigots on both sides. 
Hut as long as the Catholic gives 
his first allegiance to the I'ope, he 

nut be ■ tme eiti/en of England 



nd i 



>rk 



.iing. 



and prison, and inquisition 
orn. and ostracism 
not stop them. 

Now. note the change of the 
fates. The three great nations, 
who have enthroned the Christian 
of anv other count rv He has I Ba P erB tition, which have slung to 
his own' stupidity to 'thank, tv/r! ^ ms to life, are nw turning fi«JM 
the opposdion to him as a King, 11 ' ■* fpo ". something tyrannous 
or President wholly undesirable. 
Kadi nation very naturally wants r* 



leadeM 

itself. 



rhoee first allegian 



THE MARCH OF FREE- 



(By Dr. J B. Wilson.) 



The papers 



Soft and Pliable. 

report that the 



progress only as they be 
some free to think and speak 
pta- This they acquire only as they 
wade through blood and butchery 
and tears. Observe the n stl. ss 
feeling of the masses of Europe 
today, even in Turkey whoa* 
VOUng men having caught the 
^spirit of the age, dethroned the 



•ther unworthy, and are 

ivernmenl and t lueaaioa 
En the hands of Preethinhera the 
Infidel— the object of Christian 
hate for 'J.(MK) years. Why do 

they do this? Because they ban 

learned at last that the FREE 
man is the JUBT 
Twenty-five ye 
would have believed that, by this 

time, Nathan .the Freethinker and 
Jaw, would be Mayor of Roaatl 

Who would have dreamed that 
Briand. Freethinker and Social- 
ist would be Premier of France* 
Strange, is it not, that a relig- 
ion which is so discredited right 
where it has been mothered. 



Way to Choose. 

! A friend has lei out a secret regard- 
ing the way In which some young 
women Judge novels. 

i In a bus two girls were talking of 
what they read. 

"Oh. I choose a novel easily 
enough," said one. "I go to the cir- 
culating library and look at the last 
chapters. If I find the rain softly and 
sadly dropping over one or two lonely 
graves, 1 don't have It; but If the 
morning sun is glimmering over bridal 
-obes or white satin, I know its all 
right." 



DR. ESTHCS A. VAN RIPER 



moved to Kankakee, 111., where he estab 
lialied a practice, she in tlie meanwhIW 
•Mdyiag nud.clne Willi him. The hus- 
band died In Kankakee. Mrs. Van Itlperj 
becoming- a registered physician, pi ac- 1 
ticed in Illinois; she came to Circle vllle 
in lMHl. where she continued the practice 
of her profess.on almost up to the time: 
of her death. 

Mrs. Van Klper is survived by two' 
sons Myron Bj, Van Hlp.i of this city! 
und (iair.tt A. Van Klper of Cleveland. 
Of her Immediate family there are living 



What It Proved to Him. 

The announcer arose In the sight- 
seeing auto. 

"Ladles and gentlemen, we have Just 
passed the Chinese quarter." 

Old uncle VVeatherby nudged his 
wife. 

"Ain't that fine. Mandy?" he chuck- 
led. "I can't look nothing like as 
h. seedfled as when we first came or 
they'd surely tried to have passed that 
Chin -sc quarter on me." 




A Curiosity. 

"There Is said to be a tree In 
Australia which, when touched, 
knocks the person touching it down," 
said the shoe clerk boarder, who bad 
been reading the scientific notes in a 
patent-medicine almanac. 

"So?" ejaculated the scanty haired 
bachelor at the pedal extremity of the 
mahogany. "It Is e 
of boxwood." 



composed of Simon Frank, Charles Ho\ 
ard, Frank Howard and ITed Wlttic 
Interment was In F»ppt Cemetery. — CI 
elevllle (Ohio) I>emocrat 



Jeep-laid schemes of graft, 

intrigues for politiea] patter. 

if the reckoning came at home, it 
will boom bare too. in tine, and 

•ome hard. 

The Freethinker oarer sleeps. Be 
may not be the richest man in the 
community. He may not mingle 
with the swell set. His name may 

— but he is ever abroad in th< 
land, and in his quiet way, he i> 
gradually broadening the visiom 
of men. 

The work of the hwnhtaot (0« 
not uncounted. When he hurls i 
weighty thought far out into tin 
placid pool of superstition, he 
frees a wave from its stagnant 
calm, which ripples rigfal back to 
him. 



M1BACLES. 



I should not believe such a ston 
were it told me by Cato, was a pro- 
verbial saying in Home, even dur- 
ing the lifetime of that | hilosoph- 

ical patriot. The incredibility of i 
fact, it was allowed, might, inval- 
idate so great an authority, 

The Indian print* who refused k 
believe the first relations concern- 
ing the effects of frost reasoned 
justly, and it naturally ie<|iiired 
very strong tedimonv to engage his 
absent to facta that arose from 
state of nature with which he Wt 
unaniuainted, and which bote I 
little analog to those events i 
which be had hud constant an 
uniform experience. Though the 



Why is it more than probable that 
all men BBtt die; that lend of itself 
cannot remain lospendad in the air; 
that, tire consumes wood, and is ex- j 
tinguished bv water; unless it be 
that these events are found argee- 
ahle to the laws of nature, and there 
is required a violation of these laws, 
or, in other words, a miracle, to pre-, 
vent them? Nothing is esti BWOd a 
miracle if it ever happen in the com- 

aele that a man seeiiiingU in good 
health should die suddenly: because 
such a kind of death, though more 
unusual tha i anv other, has yet been 

frequently observed to happen. But 

it is a miracle that a dead man 

should come to life; booaaaa that has 

Beret been observed in anv age or 
OOantnr. There must, therefore, be 
a uniform experience against every 
miraculous event. otherwise th" 
event would not merit that appella- 
tion. And as a uniform experience 
amounts to a proof, there is here i 
direct and full proof, from the Ba- 



the? were n 

Bat in o 
ability agai 

| HI Ql, let 
Which the 

ilv 



nl',,1 



r to 



afflri 

,-clous, i 



able to it. 
rease the proh 



that the fact 
tead of being 



in this Republic to exercise ita 



also, that the testimony, 

idered apart and in itself, 
amounts t > entire proof; in that 
ease there is proof against proof, of 

which the strongest mu-t prevail, but 

still with a diminution of its force 
in proportion to that of its antago- 
nist. 

A miracle is a violation of the laws 
of nature; and at I firm and unalter- 
able experience has established these 
laws, the proof against n miracle, 
from the verv nature of tbfl tact, il 
as entire as any argument from B* 




Constituent— Grafting. 



About the Worst. 



I of the fact, 
Snot Of any mil 
a proof be BUttf 

rendered erediU 

site proof which 



ilist tin 



ved or the miracle 
I but by an oppo- 
is superior. 
The plain OOMOquenOS at (and it 
< a general maxim worth v of our 
Kent am i, -that no testimony is 



Going 

"She keeps her house in the most 

"Yes, but it has one drawback." 
"What Is that?" 

"1 have noticed that these model 
housewives who keep their homes In 
apple-pie order are apt to be crusty." 



A Prudish Person. 

"I see where a musical .comedy has a 
Okoraa "I tdrls called The Runaway 
Crew." " . 



raffle 

ess the I 



ib li- 



bel 



falsehood I 



of -tu b 

ronld I 



i kind 



•ulous than the fact which it 
endeavors lo establish; ami even in 
that ease there is a mutual destruc- 
tion of arguments, and the superior 
only gives us an assurance suitabl 1 
to thnt degree of force which re- 
mains after deducting the inferior." 



VVIh 



? thi 



life. 



rlth 



ther it he more probable that 
this person should either d< reive or 
be deceived, or that the find which 

he rallies should really bare hap. 



An Unusual Case. 

"What, broke off the match? Didn't 
the duke need the money,?" 

"He needed (he money, but he re- 
fused to let her father use his coat of 
arras as a trade mark for a brand of 
axle grease." 



shingles." 

What Is that?" 

• That they don't come In the roof 
of the mouth." 



dec 



iefa T 



nl nlw, 



anv argument 
i ]H> 9 sibly be i 



reject the gn ater miracle. If the 
falsehood of his testimony would he 
more miraculous than the event 
wiheh he relates, then, and not till 
then, can he pretend to command 
my belief or opinion.- (Hume.) 



"No, but 1 guess our butcher has 
leeMed that I won't. He wants me to 
>ay my bill." 

Will Never Know. 

Seymour— it is better to be right 



PlUfl AM) TEDDY. 

continued fr&m />/<• 1 

nm.le up ..ml < •<> M "imABfitMdtafc R«K*er«ll in my trillion, 

has made ninny .•...ne.'iwio.is t.. Koine, mul .mmiu,' tlu-in, that of csti.b- 
ishiii K diplomatic relations, if it. Ik- in hi* |n.»«-r. Thus Rosua must 

have i<> offset his wnnitiK intlue.iec at I ■ 1 I"'" iruo.1 inform* 

lion the hierarchy alr.-u.lv set up at Washington, I am told, is in fart 
a serreth/ recognized di/domatie machine. M much an accredited 

|m.u<t M that <»f any other nation in all BXOBpt the niHSe, But R e, 

h> he .r'ivcn influential -lau.linjf mini have accredited puftk recogni- 
tion, tad for this she will nU ber vote to anv party machine, it nun 
ton not, that wfll yield to the snarana 

SIi«- knows her |x,wcr. She has the organization. S|,<- controls Ihc 

rotas Rooetrreh cannot be IVsideni •**» wltt H i i*atnat him. 

Oh! there'i lots of funnv things jroinjr »n thai in esrefully concealed 
from the- puhli.- sijil.t. IMrrpont Mo.-an hiind.ee the Pope i millon* 
in this country. Don anv one hear of anv ope Bghtinn the iftoraar, 

, ibineel Oh, no! Bui they fi*ht th<- steal trust and others taa< 

Pierpont and the Pope have nothin* to do with, 

Naturally von aik, how couM RoosenU as President ntabliah 
diplomatic relatiom with the Vatican < Not alone of course, tne 

whole Hepiil.liean maehine at headquarters must „• ,,-t m motion to 

manufacture Mntiment and help. When the trick is turned, .t wifl 

|„. done U-fore the people know it. 

Most of us nr.- sillv enough to iiinuzine that we still have a 

deuseraev here. What abapletona we are. 

the people, or not even by the repre 

v tn not even debated in Congress. 



sentatives of the peopl 
They are ma.le in til 

mittoe r 11 1 The h.bb 

"■rafter, ami tl hure! 



Who 



There will be 



f the 

debt 



ih 

i I he sub 



-•ratter, ami tin- enure an. inm "> • — * . 

u-rt and hut few will know anything ahoui it, when Rome it las' 

''. . , , • i . l f-..l -w..,.nnMim ill 1 Us ci.imtrV. 



. r 

attains h. 
If 

ghost of i ohane 
Koine and polil 



Lonffd, 
thing v 



>oah 

•,,rk berseli in i 



,\\ anviiimjr bduui u, wuoii uwun ... — 

,1 most coveted recognition in this country. 

.lone in the open, Rome would DOt stand the 

I then would be no necessity for alarm. Bui 
oaaea don't work that way. For my part,] 

pen ti"ht and settle the matter. J5.lt Koine is 
it.. olH^nly apnnst su.-h a majority. But ,M Ilbe 
, HI1 worK ti.rs.-n ... secretly, -he knows that rather party w. ln.se 
th« Kmnge afterward to try «,- . ish.d K e her. (...-e n,* 1 
lift her head up in prestige attain adore the woild Sh« WtU COUI 
n.and the seere.s of Male. She already ............... s he arm an 1 

aw, having nearlv all of the ..Hie. rs and two-th.r.ls ot the so die s 
Wh'. ■ chance for her to connive with the intocneiee of the Old 

worh fo c- pletclv out what little is h* of ma npublican 

governmem, which she hates with all the hatred ot her ,n,...s,tor.al 

80 "lt only takes a little thing to change history The 

mn M1 av be the start of i prolonged and bloody war. Lafaye 

w n. d us that if ever this government is destroyed ... would he 
'a.holic power, and Li. In also warncl us savin* ha 1 



K 



r 1 it tl 



> 

to mem by "Wef" Why, monopolism- corrupt lon.sts hk.- h.u.sell, 
The SocialUi parts can never become ■ power tor it muat tey ito 

f,, , , the ci,ie~. and gather .t- stren.th tni.n the Wo, W 

,„d iwo-lhinU of these are Cathol.es, controlled by the 1 Ope. 

j ;,;!,„, n.,,1 authority No. that old snake >sn t .lead yet l>\ 
II;; i b, t (as, '),,,- in this country [l mns, w„Mn-re 
or toSfSt S o'ver. The mighty **°« - - "^Wg *** 
should put every Amer.can 00 RnaXL , 

n ' , | v ,„, .... M foolish as to believe that, anv ot the oW 

!,„:;:;:, » • * "• ■ k ""' m ;i 

Utile leak i» d|k«' I';' ",' ' "' , " „" :'„„ k ,, i, _,!„.„•, ,„ 
S.„,„. of v.. will a«v. -on flw '■««. 1 .f 

^A^^fr^z tt J,zp> I 

ant | ^gtribnted over the farming regiona, and fammt 

''Vln/mlnwi'ra Bpringfleld ri.le and mM.v round 
Mi-eer, can keep a llmusam ^ ' ;, mt f ; 

the world, and .hmhly .lan^roiis umh-r H.c ,u . ^ a . Um 
Whether thev make it or not. they are try.n- tor t . U i « . 

n::^*-.u«- ;.'r's:!"'i,r;; l ^:;::::n:r ri: :t"^,"i;: 1 

J".tt:.. 'xifiita.^ b. p~.a«.^ 

"wSTb^^'^o a.o * f> 

\\01lld lvooseu lt M il an . < '»tll«>1i«- votes, hut TheodoP- 

ASe^ttX^ti nn;,s,hle ,.,-is „,, IMnat, 
• Ih , i is,, . .. anv deK-nninin^ intluen.- ... the settlement 01 
< 1 "" u Who for the same vote, cntessed ID hi 

.Lrous to Catholic, in his *fl>^%CUL " 
who was it that dickered with the tame Deai lUru, 

^fadm^e to ny of the C.tholic, of ^%^^Z 
Rocooveltl Wh.. hailed the day when a Roman Catholic «<*©* 
, , , , ;.s always to the Pope firit, should u< In he sea. .. Lin 

':"'",;■/;;, ,,,,, W/ to /*.■ ^o, hard rrl \^., 

hU election, settled the Friar bmda „uest.on . nn ,/,./,./ thr ?•» H 

mm* million*? And then yon ask. ' VI mM M I 

None of the ihove is crciinislantial, but proven evidence. Wit] 
such evidence lH>f..re your verv eves, would R 



Be, 



'* /o //((lA-e /oka 



nominated and ,-e-i 

with the Vatican? 

Well, we'll see. If he 

Catholiea are with him, . 
ognition. They are boui 
trying for it now. The- 
Pope wonl.l not receive | 
ling mistake." and they full 



.nspire to estahlish diplomatic relati M 

ics up for the Presidency airain and the 
niav know what's up. Thev want rec 
0 have it. if thev can «<-t it. Tliev ar. 

ill k,, |. trying. A few weeks ago, th< 

II from Toddy. NOW, it is all "a bun- 
ibuV understand, and think ever | much 01 
each other and tin.] anv Catholic paper savuu: a word usamsl le.l.h 
will you? In that -informal »,,! efficient wanner., spoken of by 
Holland, in which the church spreads its informal ion, the word has 
iron,- down the line, "Keep mum - Te.hl v's fixed." 

Some reading this, may think I am I hitler partisan Democrat. 
I am not, but an Independent in polities, bavin- voted the Repub 
lioan tlokel more often than the Democratic. 

T think Mr. Rooteveh it i mat man-,,, ti 
tainlv the irreatest all round politician who e\ 
dential chair. From ward .jobbery up, he thoi 
the prejudices and weaknes- of men, and know 
for all th.-v are worth and for hit own '/'""/' 

particular forte, which most ,„ je mwtakt fot 

artfullv itridHng both small and ureal queatl. 

and for centering the national importance ui>on I 
has not seen his like. 

lie has struck maiiv blows at corporation! and trusts, but llw« T « 

with -. velvet hand. His talk was all bluster and a Iffited to just 

• < a are bad, but some are good, M| doat hurt Jht 



turn wavs- and c-r 
r sat in the Preai 
HUrhly understand 
how to tdav then 
ition. This is hi 
taietmontk ip. V r 
is, he is in adept 
Imtelf, this couhtrv 



la and aartainlj mm wan nw hurt by him. 

was forever ajehtiBg giaib lW and Wniahfaag criminalu, but in 
u lonx .years no one was arrested and jiiltn. lie rushed at 
i like a mad hull, but never homed I criminal. He bellowed 
and pawed however, till he could M heard all over U.o plantation, 
and the fool comu.on paopll thought he was roaring in their defense. 

a Lincoln said of (wo. B. MoCWttn, he was hell on dies- 
purado hut damn )»oor on action." Anyhow, he has been able to 
hum foonto most Americans, and it takes a smart man t»j do that. 

But, while he was thus making a grandstand play for self-gloriri 
cation, while jollying the poor, and winking at the rich, while 
Halting the dignity of labor, and throwing his arms around capitai, 
.o iLuw.ttiugl.y set in motion a sentiment, or rather itnngthwaad u 
entinieiit already set in motion, which has let! to the present outcry 
agaimst the corruption oi offioc and of organized plutocracy. Por this 
we give him credit although he did it Uttwittjnglj and was pitying 
both the poor and the rich, for the same purpose — his own irlory. 

Show me an issue, that lie did not thus Straddle; and boiled down, 
what bus his whole talk amounted to hut this— 

"Just let things lake their W WW M tin ly /,ai<- hven, but yua be 
i/ood, t/ovvnnnrnl rrs/s on the. character of the individual." 

1 defy any one to show u.c any MCOmplishment, *beaide the above, 
resulting from all of Roowvelt'l miaterful t t) sUitesmanship t i). 
II he has solved anything further than this - point it out. Don'1 
Hy up at this now, but Ik; calm, and just lit down and think it over, 
and see if you can find where he has given any solution to any ques- 
tion that anybody has accepted. Just try it 

Take the Friar lands for instance, lie nave the Pope $7,500,000 
for them. Capitalists have gotten a hold of seme of this -a scandal 
king, and the Priars are still on them just the same Take mv 
word for it, they'll get most of those lands hack for Catholic, support. 
Them didn't go one ttep, and already many concessions have been 
made them. This is a fair example of Roosevelt'l glittering states- 



ud 



He is a natural Jesuit— all things to all men, insomuch as it will 
contribute to his own glory. 

The cowboy, be declares, is a better and more useful citi/.c. than 

all things to all men. 

A blubbering, tearful friend of all the oppressed, yet in Brussels, 
he swatl.es his silk hat with a ten-inch ban ! of mourning for the 
degenerate roue, and bloody butcher, and robber of the Congo. 

\ political prostitute, yet a prophet of righter-"-" 



ising Re 

• peace, 



preacher of stale platit u des. An 
courts the admiration of kings. A 
blowing the trumpet of war. 

Having shot a running Spaniard in the hack, he is i . 
the heroic, a model of militarism. He knows all about it. lie has 
been there. , 

An irrepressible egotist with an unmuzzled mouth, he is silent 
on no question, though he know much or little about it. 

Yes— just once ho was silent— just once he didn't uncork. At 
the tomb of .Napoleon, it is reported, that "he held himself in speech- 
less reverence, and departed from the mausoleum without making 
a speech." 

In that august entourage, and immnrsed in thiow stupendous 

environments, he absolutely gave his chin ■ rest. The SpOCten ot 
the great campaigns in Italy, Austria and Germany sile n osd that 
once strident voice. 

Por the moment, at least, Jena and Austerhtz obscured and ubltl 
crated tian Juan; and as the brilliant figures of Napoleon's wonder- 
ful campaigns, and tremendous battlefields Mi s aoni, Souk. 

Lannee, De Bam and Nay, passed before the Colonel in glittering 

and shadowy procession, he couldn't help but see himself surrounded 

by the Buck Finshaww and Ba Ul sw ahn Potos of the crowded bow 
of Santiago. 

As he bent over the illustrious ashes, and afterwards whirled the 
sword that once made all Europe tremble, that swept crowns from 
historic heads, and eaused cabinets and chancelleries to shake in 
their unhappy shoes, what else could this mighty man of America 
do, hut maintain a reverence reserve. Ko wunder he was silent in 
that stupendous atmosphere. 

But the Colon*! soon revived his wind and his resourceful powers 
of declamation. Relieved from the chastening shadows of Na- 
poleon's tomb, and reanimated by the urgencies of brother lunatics 
el-. v, lu re he soon hurst into pompous platitudes chattering of 
righteousness, and Hooded the crowned heads and the effete nobility 

of other worlds with his strange and sudden vociferation. 

But what is the use to go on. What his polities are, or his religion 
is, no one knows. He is the champion straddler of the liuivem 
\\ hoever pipes, he dances ; whoever mourns, he wails. 

Summed up,. the little he has done for his country, was at a big 
cost, and wholly obscured by the much he has done for himself. 
The general public, just now, look upon him as a great God Al 
mighty. It will get over it. Hysteria, like all things else earthlv 
comes, at last, to an end. He will he home MOB, and "the shouting 
and the tumult" will cease, and men will ip.iet down and come to 
their sober senses, and at least realize that two-thirds Off all Teddv'- 
greatness is but the reflection of their own foolishness that the dis- 
position of men to gulp down all that is handed to then, from those 
in authority, is the most amazing of all human weaknesses. 

Though the Catholic population is only one to six in this country, 
still organization is power, and the church has the organization. 
When it comes to pass that the Pofjc can mak-r our I'rrsidmts, then 
the church is justified in her claims that this is a Catholic country. 
With the advance of the Papacy to political supremacy, down must 
go I'rotestanlisin I 'r. lestantisni— t hal OttW had I tongue in its head 

an.l ■ spim- in its back. Impotent, spineless Protes t a n t ism is having 

its DQtty nose pulled and twisted by the Pope as he pleas,-, and 
don't seem to know iu It is silly enough to imagine that RoOWTsll 
now stands with it, because of the late "unfortunate" lawo pulled 
off at Rome. ; 

A blind man ought to be able to IBS that it was OMV a make believe 
for the purpose of shifting attention from tin el <se-bound relation 
of Theodore RoOSeVOlt to the Catholic Church. 

Now, let us all "be good," and ••cultivate character." and espe- 
cially ••righteousness." and thine, Theodora, be the pOWOT and glorv 
forever and ever. 

JT. B. WILSON. II. I). 



THE GREATEST GIFT. 



Ml. - 



( By Otto Btecbhin ) 
J, if thou call'st a chil 



, feu 



Which finds in love and no 
A friend in thee, a on. ti. hint ; 
Whose purpose pure, wlni-e broad- 
ened \iews, 

A character of worth portmj J 
A child at heart, iu courage man. 
By reason guided, love con , oiled, 
Whose ecorts but of praise .icscne. 
Whose motto reads. "I-Ac.-U.or." 
Who seeks the grand, the edifying. 
In nature, an the beautiful . 

Ky whom ih. myths of luperatitiofl 
Are calmly viewed at Reason's shrine. 

Who thus endowed with soul en- 
nobling 

Detests the vulgar, vice abhors; 
Who upward stri\ing. onward fcrg- 
ing, 

Qirei promise of a useful life. 



Though not a sage, nor y 
Not lacking either wit ... 



Ids bo 



r to the 



* Pvs parttnyad 



But thou a 
it, 

Then thou ii deed irt donblj blessed : 

Then lU thine honor-, rich I, tame. 
Will pale beside this pneiOQf gift 

A TRIP TO ROME 
by 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 
The In.ernatlonul Corner*** of Fre« 
thinkers was held In the City of tlomi 
Italy BSWSSAtr U. 1904. Tue authoi 
ittcmli-d that Cong-rms as the Atn»rtua> 




"THE COMINO RACE.* 




REAL DANGEROUS. 



The 



nils i 



In the 



: the 



play 



Riving the little girl* a wlriu 
berth on ihls particular morning 
"That'a queer." he mtiaed. "Say, 
sonny. I thntight you little boy* and 
girls played together?" "We do gome- 
lightened the youn 



why not 



king t. 



Iplle, "but 



"And 



I pollct 



Given by Mistake. 

Dlsgustrd Customer (who has 
brought back a watch he purchased 
from Jeweler) — It was a dlsg-ace for 
you to sell me a watch like that. It's 
absolutely Impossible to make It go 
fast enough. 

Jeweler (after examining the time- 
piece) — I most humbly beg your par- 
don, sir; you surely have good reason 
for being dissatisfied. I don't know 
how the mistake happened, but I find 
that I sold you a plumber's watch. 



Dr Qulnl— Did the colored doctor 
Rat you very long? 
Ephralm-No. sah. he nebbah done 
say treat once while he were comln' 



Brief and Expressive. 

"Our chief is witty." said the do 
tectlve with the telegram. 

"In what way?" asked the friend. 

"Why, the criminal we were after 
was named Rich. The chlt-r te!»v 
grupeil three words that told all." 

"What were they?" 

"Get Rich quick." 



Fundy— Why la he so 
Halifax— He 
product makas 



First Legislator — I took my wife 
with me to Annapolis yesterday to 
protect me from the feminine Inva- 
sion. 

Second Ditto— That was a wise 
move. I wish 1 had thought of It 

First L. — Be glad you didn't. She 
was converted, and Is now worse after 

me than they were. 



All Figured Out. 

"Why do you refuse to carry an 
brella?" 

"Well. In a heavy storm you get wet 

anyhow, don't you?" 
•1 suppose so." 
, "And In a mild rain you don't need 



Pleases Him. 
"Scribbles writes some very p 

lng verse." 

•Indeed? I've never heard ol Its 
pleasing anybody." 

"Evidently you've never observed 
its effect on Scribbles." 



KEPT TABS ON 'EM. 




Turn— Skinner always employs two 
lawyers. 
Jack-Wha. for? 
Tom— He gets business advice from 



how much he ought to pay of the first 



Under the Spell. 

"About this time last night." said 
young Harlow, as he lighted a fresh 
cigarette. "I was sitting on a sofa be- 
side a girl, telling her that she was 
the only one In all the world I had 
ever loved." 

And she believed It?" queried Dil- 
lon 

"Of course she did." answered Har- 
low. "Why. I believed It myself at 



Not Sympathetic. 

When I had told Mittens about the 
unhappy existence of his old friend. 
Mary Uotuseer. he gave not the slight- 



"It serves her right— it's the g 
own fault!" 

•Why Is It her fault?" I questioned. 



cause she refused to grasp the oppor- 



"I recently made the acquaintance 
of a young woman who declared that 
"»e had never wanted to go on the 
age." 

"Most sensible." 

"I was on the point of so consider 
lng her when she informed me that 
■he hoped some day to fly with Paul- 



USEO THE PADDLE ON HIM. 




A Fragile Flower 



"You wanta 
barber In the ruBh shop. "Den 1 calla 
my brother Petro." "Is Petro better 
at hair-cutting than you?" asked the 
new patron. "Petro much better. He 
tella da wonderful ghost story and 
your hair rise and he no losea time 
holding It up with da comb." 



A Probable Short Term. 

Mrs. Samuels — And such a man! 
But, of course, Mary married him for 
his money? 

Mrs. Heardum — Yes, and also be- 
cause no company would run the risk 
of insuring his life. 



Realism on the Stage. 

"Why don't the theatrical managers 
want husband and wile in the same 
company?" 

"They think the public wouldn t 
care to see a man making love to 
his wife." 

"Looks too much like acting eh?" 




The Easy-Golng. 

Some people fight from day to day. 

With valor and persistence. 
While others choose, along Ufa's way. 

The Uue of leas, resistance. 



that doesn't fit you? 



1 you buy a length 



No Cause for Excitement. 

"Hurry up! A man is drowning In 
your well." "That's all right; we don't 
use that well any more " 



Expecting Too Much. 
"Haa your wife got a cook?" "How 
do I know?" "It seems to me that 
you should know If anyone should." 
"But I haven't been home since noon " 



New Reason. 

Master— Why were you late for 
early school, Wright? 

Wright — Please, sir, 1 must have 
overwashed mystlf!— London Punch. 



CENSUS OF CHURCHES IN 
THE UNITED STATES 



20,287.742; 
Catholics, 12,679,142. 

■ Washington, May 61.— The 
■||HI|Mtl MMN K couuiiuiii- 

eanta oc MabM or all religious 

doiioiiuualions iu contiueiital U. 
ft, lor 19W was aa,M»,*46, uc- 
vordiug lo the L . S. OaM i>1' re- 
ligious bodies, a part ol the Cen- 
sus bureau's special report now 
being iu press. Ol this graud 
total, the various I'rotestant bod- 
ies reported 80,287,742 and the 
Komau Catholic church Lii, 678,- 
142. Of the l'rotestaut couiniu- 
uicauts, according to the report, 
60.0 per eeut were outside the 
principal cities of the country. Of 
the Catholics, 27.9 per cent were 
in the cities of the iirst class, 
those having a populatiou of more 
than 300,000, while 47.6 per cent 
were outside the cities of the first, 
second and third and fourth 
classes the last class being cities 
of M^OQO to 50,000. Protestant* 
in the first class cities aggregat- 
ed 7.3 per cent. Uf the l'rotest- 
ita, the Protestant EpitOOpaJ 
Church reported a majority of 
its communicants iu the big cities 
— 61.2 per eeut, as did the Church 
of Christ (.Scientists), 62.6 per 
cent. The report shows a growth 

of all oommuDicuits, both in the 
citfci and country, since 1690. In 
the five leading cities, the pro- 
portion of comnnininant« to pop- 
ulation was: New York, 44.7 per 
cent; Chicago 40.7 per cent; Phil- 
adelphia 36.6 per cent; Boston, 
62.6 per cent; St. Louis, 46.6 per 
rent. vFriun Cincinnati Times- 
Star. 

Counuent— The clergy have 
been crowing a good deaf over this 
report* pot out by the U. S. Cen- 
sus of religious bodies. 

PAKE. 

The fake part oi it is plainly 
seen in tile tact that all the gov- 
ernment enumerators know about 
eiiuren memoeisinp is what the 
clergy Uienuselves report. It is 
hai-uiy iikcly tiiat tliey would 
report a decrease, as alt not only 
want to make a good showing, but 
it would uever do to let the wick- 
ed world see that the 'power oi 
Uje Lord,' by which we mean the 
"power oi tlie Clergy, is on the 
wane, that would never do. 

But take this report just as it 
stands, and what is it but an aw- 
tut confession ol the weakness of 
L hristiamty I 

The nrst consideration to be 
made is, Uiat yy out of every 100 
children have already been 
brought up in the church, or un- 
der its mtfuenee. Vv hatever gains 
the church makes is in births, 
and iu bringing back a lew into 
its lofd who were lormeriy in the 
church. 

\\heii a Catholic gets a Pro- 
testant, or a Protestant wins a 
Catholic, that is no gain to Chris- 
tianity. 11 a .Uethudist leaves his 
Lhurch and goes to the Baptist, 
that is no addition to the ranks 
ol the Lord, 

But, we read of numerous 
stances, where cfergymen have 
taken an actual invoice of tliei 
stock on hand, and find, alter 
striking oil the names oi a uum- 
ber Of dead people on the books, 
and those moved aw ay and those 
who have become indifferent and 
dropped out entirely, that their 
real assets are ironi one fourth to 
a halt less than they supposed. A 
year ago a newly employed Chi- 
cago pastor who thought he was 

i>ping into a congregation of 
1,400, was astonished at the 
sinallness of his audiences. He 
treat to weeding out and found 
he had iu reality but 653 or less 
than hall'. 

There is hardly a congregation 
anywhere, big or little, but is 
likewise carrying names of disin- 
terested people, who have ceased 
to attend and who do not justly 

oog to the church, but who _ 
into this count. Prom 10 to 25 
per cent is a fair proportion of 
the delinquency in every church. 

Father .McCrady (.now deceas- 
ed;, the iamous Socialist priest of 
Beflevue, Ky., told me that he 
always padded his reports to the 
Bishop. When he had a congre- 
gation of 600, he reported first 
year a gain of 200, and so kept 
adding as high as 300 o 
! ■) gads . very year. This M 
said, the Bilhop ordered him to 
do. It not only made a good 
showing for him, but also for the 
Bishop, lie had a large congre- 
gation and could easily pad. 
Smaller congregations could not 
pad io easily, m tin- people them- 
selves would detect a false re 
port. 

What a woeful, woeful spec- 
tacle, that of the Catholic church 
It has bad "ver 2.->.< 100,000 emi 
pantl to this country. They 
breed like rabbits and ought to 
make a showing by this time of 



10,000,000. But according to 
MT own padded account they 
nly have 12,(79,148. and one 
did of these are little children. 
,nd how they do crow over 
their great gains, which in fact, 
come alone from emigration. 
They have a great organization 
and put Bp a mighty blutl'; but 
•migrate as they will, and breed 
is they will, their ranks grow 
hinner year by year. 
The same holds good with the 
lerical chanticleers on the Prot- 
stant side. They boast of theii 
steady gains, but should they 
weed out, appalling losses tc« 
their numbers would be shown. 
They boast of several new 
•dies being built every day, 
say nothing ol those aban- 
doned. The country church is a 
king of the past, 15 per cent oi 
hicli have no eongregatous. 
But laying all tins aside, ae- 
Lirdiug to their own count, they 
ave only 32,036,440, out of over 
000,OUO population or one in 
e. Thirty-two millions in the 
cinu-ch and oW,000,000 out of it. 
1 here is no way of getting at any 
actual count oi the really and 
uuiy interested church members 
u this country, ihat is, peopie 
viio work lor the church, who 
upport it and go to it. But at a 
guess, 1 believe there 18 about 
,OVO in alt, or about one in 
. At this rate ot decrease in 
years there will be no 
rcn. the Christianity ol today! 



Inickct, and iu aiiolner 
1UU years the change will Ue so 
.at that a person living today 
luidn t know it. It Will have 
deve.op*d into a system or ethics, 
and the name by which n is uuw 
wilt be known no more 

lorcver. 

Iho christian siipeisiition is on 
e toboggan ana taking some 
dying leaps in the air right now. 

church Wil have to keep up 
with the crowd. "Come back to 
Come back to us! " is its cry 
today to millions who once were 
ith it, and who have stepped be- 
ond it, but only the few come 
back. 

And strange, the clergy keep 
•rowing over their reputed gains 
f) seemingly unconscious of Us- 
ability of men at large to figure 
for themselves. 

\\ hat do they suppose are the 
thoughts of the average person 
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powerful organization 
id hundreds of millions of ex- 1 
Mid it unit, has only 32,01X1,000, 
bile the Philistines without or- 
ganization and without spending 

o ( j,ouo,ooor 

of all, they have God 
I — who watches over 
them, even as he observes the| 
iparrows fall, Buck of them they 
lot only have the support of the 
State, but the mighty strength 
of the omnipotent God, and still 
they can only eoiuit one in three. 
They have the training and edu- 
cation of their children born in 
the church, and they can't even 
keep many of them in the fold. 
In their desperation they are 
hciiLing to raise three billion oi 
dollar-, by wliich they are going 
convert tiie world in 25 years, 
"he worst shattered brains in 
! .iinatie asylum in the country 
ildn't conceive of a crazier 
a. "With unlimited means and 
advantages, they can't convert 
and bring to Christ even the peo- 
ple all around them. They may 
as well try to change the com- 
plexions of men and the shapes 
of their noses as to change their 
xpenditure ol 

to get God in 
the Constitution, and they could 
not even do that, and then they 
dream of changing the minds olj 
three-fourths of all the people in 
the world. Is it any wonder the 
men of the professions -the Dr.! 
Eliot's, etc., and men of alii 
classes are dropping away from 
it? Is it any wonder the Pope is 
no longer I lie dictator of men and 
nations, but only a pious beggar 
and a desperate political 
schemer? 

If the clergy were real wise 
men they would keep all church 
■tathtiet out of print for what 
else do their figures prove hut the 
impotence of the Almighty, as ' 
well as their own 

J. B. W 



rushed out running through the cit;' 
shouting that an earthquake had 
overtaken the village. After an 
hour's exertion the fire department 
of the place extricated forty corpses, 
but it is believed there art still ■ 
number under the ruins. Sixty per- 
son- were badly injured. The col- 
pillars giving away. Such occur- 
rences as the one above reported art 
so frequent that a believer in the 
intervention of a supreme being in 
the affairs of men might be excus- 
able for inferring that that being 
was nialevolmt instead of merciful 
or even just, or that he was making- 
frequent manifestations of his own 
non-existence. That is, that he was 
performing wonders causing catas- 
trophes, refusing to protect his most 
devoted worshippers for the express 
purpose of demonstrating to man- 
kind that he is utterly devoid of 
mercy, or that he is not wUc'euough 
to foresee and know how to pre- 
vein inch awful calamities, or that 
he is not all-mightv and not able to 



pre\ent them, or that no such 
bg as ■ providential god rule! 
the phenomena of nature and the 
affairs of men. If a human beine 
ere to show such inability or such 
rnorance or such lack of taevej, a- 
to cause or allow such an occurrence 
as above cited he would be looked 
upon by his followers as either an 
iml>ecile. a weakling or a moral 
monster. And we know of no suel. 
thing as a logic especially adapted to 
reasoning al>out divine things, but 
must of necessity, judge of the aeU 
of tlie gods (if we grant their ex- 
istence) in the same way and by the 
snnie rules as we judge of the ael J 
of men. for all supposed gods an 
conceived of as Anthropsmorphous 
(man-like) and they arc made in 
tlie likeness of man. The lesson 
should learn from *urh calami- 
ties as these, is not that they should 
put their trust in a divim provi- 
dence and implore him to interfere 
with the laws of nature, bat study 
the laws of nature themselves and 
they will have no use for any divine 
providence or any other divine bein<r. 



If god* and devils anil priests, ~ 
only enemies of the rate, are ever c 
thrown, it must be done by organized 
Ration* il«n. There is no example in 
the whole history of the world where an 
organized priesthood ever relaxed its 
liendish grip from the throat of liberty, 
the Ethiopian could change his skin 
and the leopard his spots as easily as a 
Pope or a priest could Income a lover 
of humanity and freedom. 

We therefore beseech all Rationalists 
— every one of you — to get together in 
a compact organization, and help to 
inaugurate a reign of reason in the 
Republic bequeathed to uj by Jefferson, 
Paine and Franklin. 

Ike vile oid atrumpel of orthodox 
religion sits in the palaces and parlors 
of the world, and compels mankind to 
do lier bidding and to pay her homage. 
Hy t he perfect organization of her ig- 
norant dupes, she compels our politic- 
ians and our so -called statesmen to 

tools for her infamous uses. Ibis vile 
old hag intrudes herself at every birth, 
and at every deaih, at every marriage, 
d in our schools with her dismal 



rule 



AN APPEAL 



We, 



• under 



of humanity, and in com- 
BWnn'll of the heroes and ' here - 
iii.s ul.o have died for human lib-rty. 

We believe that such a cause Will 
-I mn^ly tpfeal to you. W'e are mem 
km "f the Indiana Rationalist Ktm>- 

■tattoo, Hm RMkajrt 9mmlu Union, 

I he. American Secular I nion. the Ra- 
tional Association of America, the In 
dependent Religious Society of Chicago, 
and the Paine Historical Society; and 
are Mibseriliers to all the leading Free 
thought papers in America. We urg-! 
<-ach one of ymi to aaHt at once wWi 
me or more Freelhought societies, and 
o suWribe for one or more Fref 
bought 



PROVIDENCE? 



do 



thai 



(Bv Joel 1L Bel 
Associated Pre 



dated 
10th, 
dav in 



. Eta 



fori 



I dispatch 
d. January 



will sing your praises and call yoi 
I blessed. You will also hnve the proud 
satisfaction of seeing the stainless flag 
ramparts of the motl.-y hosts of 
! of freedom waving upon the dismantled 



cient church near SioiiP l,l,u " 

it su.ldelilv collapsed hurvillg the We make this appeals in full N>nf. 
wo, shipper- in its ruins. ' All the denec that you wil help with > jU r time 
M emberi of the congregation WW*\—* ><■>" ta *• ""fare of 

either killed or injured. A wild!~e against the priests of Jehovah 
panic followed, three who escaped, King, tryants, popes and priest, in all 



1 if i 



would rather let my taxes go delin- 
quent than to lapse my subscription to 
any of tlu'in. Within the past year 1 
have given over #50.00 of my slender 
means to the cause of Rationalism, and 
honestly 1 never enjoyed anything else 
quite as well. I shall bequeath a goodly 
lump of life insurance when I go hence. 
The suggestion of the good Dr. Bowles 
is fine. What can 1 do to help? I will 
contribute to the general cause only — 
not to any individual. 



D. W. SANDKRS. 

TWO GREAT SCIENTIFIC 

DISCOVERIES. 

A world-wide movement to 
make them known and perpetua- 
ted. For particulars, send a self- 
addressed envelope to the Presi- 
dent of the Church of Humanity. 
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iake .it our own l.cir ( olumbia a des 
Hjtism like that of Kussia or Spain 
I'he Freethinkers nctually outnumber 
he forces of superstition fully two to 
rganized M 



rid i 



.nd gen 



en. let us organize an 1 get bin 

DR. T. J. HOWI.F.S, 
ftm Indian i nationalist Association. 
\V\f. V. lit CK, 

scm yi.kr UTOUMETTB, 
John a MKK, 

JOHN EC 1'KIM B, 

Ollicia.s Ind. R. A. 
1 hcurtily second the strong letter of 
Dr. BawlM. It sometimes seems that 
ve about all the religion and per- 
freedom we are entitled to, con- 
g how little we have done and 

lotinui ladlffswoi wUk tfct 

iiipnrst itiou. The Catholics of Indian 
pnlis nciith rakea' u pile Of money 
for a "nobody knows what" fund. In 
less than a week the I'resbyteriarm of 
i city raised $15,000 for a new 
uilding. There are now 175 
in the city. A young Catholic 

paper. Then- are MOtM of prosperous 
Catholic ami l'role.-tant papers, sup- 
BO(t*d by public patronage and by en- 
dowment simply because they are re 
ligious papers. 

It If human nature that we acquire 
Ion for a HUIM by hoi ting and sacri- 
ficing for it. As lovers of mental lil>er- 
ty. let us wake up, and get in the tight. 
If there is ■ I- re. -thought society near, 
let us join it. If none, let us organize 
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Did you ever ln-ar of I wealthy Free 
thought editor? It is a constant won- 
der how some of our excellent end brave 
papers exist, the way they are neglect- 
ed by some of their admiring friends, 
who hugely enjoy the contents, but nev- 
er help to pay the heavy expenses. The 
circulation is necessarily limited, and 
the papers are boycotted by all 
orthodox advertisers. I support I 
to the best of my limited ability, and 



If you want to be of ser- 
vice to the cause you es- 
pouse, and at the same 
time help some of your 
friends, you can have The 
Blade sent to ten of them 
one year for Five Dollars 



